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following surveys. Thanks for your help!
Labor Survey
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\ Livestock Slaughter /

Farm Labor

The Lake Region (Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota) em-
ployed 57,000 agricultural workers during the week of
April 8-14, 2012.

The average number of hours worked per employee in the
Lake States was 35.6. The average wage rate for all hired
agricultural workers was $12.55 per hour. An employee is
classified as a livestock worker if they are hired to primarily
tend livestock, milk cows, care for poultry, or operate ma-
chinery on livestock farms. Livestock workers in the Lake Re-
gion earned an average of $11.59 per hour during the refer-
ence week. If an employee is hired primarily to plant and
harvest crops, including operating machinery on crop farms,
they are considered a field worker. Field workers in the Lake
Region averaged $11.71 per hour during the April reference
week.

There were 748,000 people hired on U.S. farms and ranches
the week of April 8-14, 2012. The average number of hours
worked for all hired workers was 39.2. Farm operators paid
their hired workers an average wage of $11.41 per hour.
Field workers earned an average of $10.50 per hour, while
livestock workers averaged $10.95 per hour.

May Milk prices

Wisconsin’s May milk price is expected to average $17.30 per
hundredweight (cwt.). This price is 30 cents lower than
April’s price, and $1.60 lower than May 2011.

The expected U.S. milk price for May is $16.40 per cwt. This
is 40 cents below April’s price and 90 cents below Wiscon-
sin’s price. All of the twenty-three major milk producing
states except Florida are predicting a price decrease from
April to May. Florida’s price, at $20.60 per cwt., is expected
to remain steady from April to May and is the highest price in
the nation. California’s price, at $14.60 per cwt, is predicted
to be the lowest price.

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) 40-pound block
cheese price closed at $1.6200 per pound on May 31, while
barrels were $1.5350 per pound. The CME butter price was
$1.4000 per pound.

For the week ending May 26, 2012, the Agricultural Market-
ing Service U.S. weekly 40-pound block cheese price aver-
aged $1.5210 per pound, and 500 pound barrels adjusted to
38 percent moisture averaged $1.4932 per pound. The U.S.
butter price was $1.3450 pound.

The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) Class Il price for
May is $15.23 per cwt.

Milk Prices 1/
April 2011 April 2012 May 2012

Selected states Price Fat Price Fat Price Fat
percwt. | Test |[percwt.| Test |[percwt.| Test

Dollars | Percent | Dollars | Percent | Dollars | Percent

Milk for all uses

wi 19.20 3.71 17.60 3.72 17.30 3.67
CA 17.87 3.70 15.00 3.67 14.60 3.61
ID 17.70 3.70 16.40 3.67 16.30 3.61
Mi 20.60 3.67 17.30 3.61 16.90 3.55
MN 19.10 3.73 17.70 3.78 17.60 3.73
NM 19.20 3.56 15.40 3.46 15.20 3.42
NY 21.20 3.75 17.90 3.73 17.30 3.68
PA 21.50 3.75 18.40 3.68 17.80 3.65
TX 20.40 3.77 16.80 3.69 16.60 3.65
us 19.60 3.71 16.80 3.67 16.40 3.62

1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. All milk
price published by NASS reflects the gross milk price received by farmers.
Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO.
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Prices Received by Farmers

Prices for corn, oats, and milk were expected to decrease in
Wisconsin from April to May, while prices for soybeans,
alfalfa hay, and other hay were expected to remain at the
same level as in April.

Corn in Wisconsin sold for an average price of $6.00 per
bushel in mid-May. This was 15 cents less than April’s price
and 47 cents less than the price in May of last year. Nation-
wide corn prices averaged $6.22 per bushel in mid-May.

The average price for soybeans in Wisconsin was $13.40 per
bushel in mid-May, the same as the April price and 80 cents
more than the price in May 2011. Across the U.S., soybeans
sold for an average price of $13.70 per bushel in mid-May.

Wisconsin oats averaged $3.75 per bushel in mid-May, down
1 cent from April’s price and 40 cents higher than in May of
last year. Nationally, mid-May oat prices averaged $3.76 per
bushel.

Alfalfa hay in Wisconsin sold for an average price of $135.00
per ton in mid-May, the same as in April and $35.00 more
than in May 2011. The average price for other hay types in
Wisconsin was $90.00 per ton in mid-May, equal to April’s
price and $20.00 up from May of last year.

Prices Received

Wisconsin U.S.
Commodity Unit May April May 15, May May 15,
2011 2012 2012 2011 2012
Dollars per Unit Dollars per Unit

Corn Bu. 6.47 6.15 6.00 6.32 6.22
Soybeans Bu. 12.60 13.40 13.40 13.20 13.70
Oats Bu. 3.35 3.76 3.75 3.55 3.76
Potatoes, all 1/ 2/ Cwt. 11.80 11.50 - 11.17 9.86
Fresh Cwt. 14.40 11.00 - 16.59 -
Processing Cwt. 7.45 9.30 - 8.41 -
Alfalfa hay, baled Ton 100.00 135.00 135.00 187.00 215.00
Other hay, baled Ton 70.00 90.00 90.00 114.00 146.00
Milk, all Cwt. 18.90 17.60 17.30 19.60 16.40
Milk cows 3/ Head - 1,560.00 - - -
Steers & heifers 4/ |Cwt. - - - 115.00 124.00
Cows 4/ 5/ Cwt. - - - 78.20 87.30
Calves 4/ Cwt. - - - 137.00 176.00
Hogs, all 4/ Cwt. - - - 68.60 61.60
Wheat, all 4/ Bu. - - - 8.16 6.60
Winter Wheat, all |Bu. - - - 7.80 6.18
Barley, all 4/ Bu. - - - 4.15 5.43
Dry Edible Beans 4/ |Cwt. - - - 32.90 44.60
Apples, fresh use 4/ |Lb. - - - 0.256 0.333

Veal Production at Record Low for April

Commercial red meat production for the United States to-
taled 3.86 billion pounds in April, down slightly from the 3.87
billion pounds produced in April 2011.

Beef production, at 1.99 billion pounds, was 3 percent below
the previous year. Cattle slaughter totaled 2.57 million head,
down 6 percent from April 2011. The average live weight was
up 25 pounds from the previous year, at 1,282 pounds.

Veal production totaled 9.9 million pounds, 3 percent below
April a year ago. Calf slaughter totaled 56,500 head, down 4
percent from April 2011. The average live weight was down 1
pound from last year, at 295 pounds.

Pork production totaled 1.84 billion pounds, up 3 percent
from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 8.83 million
head, up 2 percent from April 2011. The average live weight
was up 1 pound from the previous year, at 278 pounds.

Lamb and mutton production, at 12.9 million pounds, was
down 10 percent from April 2011. Sheep slaughter totaled
181,200 head, 13 percent below last year. The average live
weight was 142 pounds, up 4 pounds from April a year ago.

January to April 2012 commercial red meat production was
16.1 billion pounds, down slightly from 2011. Accumulated
beef production was down 2 percent from last year, veal was
down 8 percent, pork was up 3 percent from last year, and
lamb and mutton production was up 2 percent.

April 2011 contained 21 weekdays (including 0 holidays) and
5 Saturdays. April 2012 contained 21 weekdays (including 0
holidays) and 4 Saturdays.

Commercial Slaughter 1/, April 2012

Species Wisconsin Change from u.s. Change from
last year last year
1,000 hd Percent 1,000 hd Percent
Cattle, all 112.6 -21 2,569.3 -6
Calves 7.8 -6 56.5 -4
Hogs, all 42.8 -1 8,826.2 +2
Sheep and lambs 0.7 n.c. 181.2 -13

1/Excludes farm slaughter. Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO

Commercial Red Meat Production, United States 1/

1/ Entire month. 2/ Average price of potatoes sold for all uses, including table
stock, processing, seed, and livestock feed. 3/ Milk cow prices are published quar-
terly for January, April, July, and October. 4/ Monthly estimates for steers & heif-
ers, beef cattle, calves, hogs, wheat, barley, dry edible beans, and apples are not
published for Wisconsin. 5/ Beef cows and cull dairy cows sold for slaughter.
Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO

Type Apr. Mar. Apr. Jan - Apr. 2/ fl('::;nlies}t
2011 2012 2012 2011 | 2012 year
Million pounds Percent
Beef 2,053 2,160 1,991 8,462 8,273 -2
Veal 10 10 10 44 40 -8
Pork 1,791 1,988 1,842 7,510 7,699 +3
Lamb & mutton 14 14 13 51 52 +2
Total red meat 3/ 3,868 4,172 3,855 16,066 16,064 n.c.

1/Based on packers’ dressed weights and excludes farm slaughter.
2/Accumulated totals and percentages based on unrounded data. 3/Totals
may not equal sum of the parts due to rounding. Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO.



WIisCONSIN FARM REPORTER—Page 3

MILK COWS: Production Per Cow and Total Milk Production, By County, Wisconsin, 2011

County Ng(r)nv\llase;;f Mlclz\zer Production
Number Pounds 1,000 Pounds
Northwest
Barron 24,500 16,800 411,600
Bayfield 2,000 16,800 33,600
Burnett 3,300 17,000 56,100
Chippewa 30,000 17,500 525,000
Douglas 500 16,000 8,000
Polk 15,800 18,200 287,560
Rusk 11,500 18,100 208,150
Sawyer 2,600 18,100 47,060
Washburn 2,800 20,400 57,120
North Central
Ashland 2,000 20,300 40,600
Clark 66,000 20,000 1,320,000
Iron 1/ - - -
Lincoln 4,200 18,700 78,540
Marathon 65,000 19,700 1,280,500
Oneida 1/ - - -
Price 4,200 18,100 76,020
Taylor 16,500 16,800 277,200
Vilas 1/ - - -
Northeast
Florence 300 20,400 6,120
Forest 1/ - - -
Langlade 7,500 20,200 151,500
Marinette 11,800 21,800 257,240
Menominee 1/ - - -
Oconto 20,000 22,000 440,000
Shawano 37,000 21,400 791,800
West Central
Buffalo 18,300 19,200 351,360
Dunn 21,500 18,600 399,900
Eau Claire 10,200 17,000 173,400
Jackson 13,200 18,900 249,480
La Crosse 9,200 16,700 153,640
Monroe 25,500 18,900 481,950
Pepin 8,200 21,200 173,840
Pierce 15,900 18,800 298,920
St. Croix 19,700 20,000 394,000
Trempealeau 21,500 19,300 414,950
Central
Adams 1,100 16,600 18,260
Green Lake 7,500 18,700 140,250
Juneau 10,600 20,200 214,120
Marquette 5,600 22,100 123,760
Portage 13,500 18,900 255,150
Waupaca 23,000 20,400 469,200
Waushara 5,000 20,500 102,500
Wood 19,300 18,300 353,190
East Central
Brown 42,000 24,600 1,033,200
Calumet 29,500 23,900 705,050
Door 7,200 18,400 132,480
Fond du Lac 54,000 22,500 1,215,000
Kewaunee 42,000 24,300 1,020,600
Manitowoc 51,000 24,900 1,269,900
Outagamie 38,000 24,000 912,000
Sheboygan 26,500 23,200 614,800
Winnebago 14,900 22,100 329,290

County Number of Milk per Production

Cows 2/ Cow

Number Pounds 1,000 Pounds
Southwest
Crawford 8,400 16,100 135,240
Grant 45,000 20,100 904,500
lowa 23,500 17,800 418,300
Lafayette 29,500 18,300 539,850
Richland 14,800 18,300 270,840
Sauk 26,500 19,400 514,100
Vernon 24,500 17,000 416,500
South Central
Columbia 15,900 22,700 360,930
Dane 52,000 23,100 1,201,200
Dodge 39,500 20,200 797,900
Green 30,000 20,100 603,000
Jefferson 14,500 20,800 301,600
Rock 12,500 19,500 243,750
Southeast
Kenosha 3,300 21,200 69,960
Milwaukee 1/ - - -
Ozaukee 9,100 22,800 207,480
Racine 3,600 22,600 81,360
Walworth 12,900 23,200 299,280
Washington 14,400 22,200 319,680
Waukesha 2,500 22,200 55,500
WISCONSIN 1,265,000 20,646 26,117,000

1/ Not published, but included in state total. 2/Average num-
ber of milk cows on farms during year, excluding heifers not
yet fresh. Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO

MILK COWS: Production Per Cow and Total Milk
Production, Top 10 Counties, Wisconsin 2011

County Milk per Cow County Production

Pounds 1,000 Pounds
Manitowoc 24,900 Clark 1,320,000
Brown 24,600 Marathon 1,280,500
Kewaunee 24,300 Manitowoc 1,269,900
Outagamie 24,000 Fond Du Lac 1,215,000
Calumet 23,900 Dane 1,201,200
Sheboygan 23,200 Brown 1,033,200
Walworth 23,200 Kewaunee 1,020,600
Dane 23,100 Outagamie 912,000
Ozaukee 22,800 Grant 904,500
Columbia 22,700 Dodge 797,900

Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO
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ALL CATTLE AND CALVES, By County, Wisconsin, January 1, 2012

County Number of County Number of County Number of
Cattle Cattle Cattle
Number Number Number
Northwest La Crosse 26,500 South Central
Barron 67,000 Monroe 72,000 Columbia 56,000
Bayfield 8,800 Pepin 24,000 Dane 145,000
Burnett 12,400 Pierce 49,000 Dodge 105,000
Chippewa 76,000 St. Croix 56,000 Green 82,000
Douglas 7,700 Trempealeau 61,000 Jefferson 39,500
Polk 46,000 Rock 41,500
Rusk 32,500 Central
Sawyer 7,300 Adams 9,800 Southeast
Washburn 10,200 Green Lake 23,000 Kenosha 9,400
Juneau 26,500 Milwaukee 1/ -
North Central Marquette 15,200 Ozaukee 19,000
Ashland 7,000 Portage 42,000 Racine 10,400
Clark 145,000 Waupaca 55,000 Walworth 36,500
Iron 1/ - Waushara 14,400 Washington 35,500
Lincoln 11,800 Wood 44,500 Waukesha 8,500
Marathon 145,000
Oneida 700 East Central Other Counties
Price 13,700 Brown 105,000 Total 1,900
Taylor 45,000 Calumet 66,000 WISCONSIN 3,400,000
Vilas 200 Door 22,000 1/Not published, but included
Fond du Lac 110,000 in total. Source: USDA, NASS,
Northeast Kewaunee 80,000 WI FO
Florence 1,700 Manitowoc 105,000
Forest 2,900 Outagamie 86,000
Langlade 17,000 Sheboygan 60,000
Marinette 30,000 Winnebago 31,000
Menominee 1/ -
Oconto 55,000 Southwest
Shawano 87,000 Crawford 35,500
Grant 170,000
West Central lowa 87,000
Buffalo 61,000 Lafayette 105,000
Dunn 60,000 Richland 47,500
Eau Claire 33,000 Sauk 81,000
Jackson 40,000 Vernon 76,000
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